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B&B doubles as a stage for Quebec talent

Quaint house
across street from
patriots’ museum

ROCHELLE
LASH

COUNTRY ROADS

lections and political par-

ties come and go, but the
spirit of Quebec stays strong
in the village of Saint-Denis-
sur-Richelieu.

The community was a hot-
bed of activity during the Pa-
triotes War of 1837-38 against
the British, a grassroots
movement that fought for
more power for Lower Can-
ada and its own democratic
government, separate from
that of Upper Canada. And
this historic village on the
banks of the Richelieu River
is still a centre of Quebec
pride.

La Maison nationale des
Patriotes, a small museum
on Saint-Denis’s main street,
tells the story of the people’s
rebellion through artifacts
and newspapers of the day.
The distinctive factor here
is that La Maison does not
house military arms and uni-
forms. It displays the primi-
tive weapons of regular folk
— the pitchforks, fence-posts
and hammers of farmers and
blacksmiths — because these
were the fighters who waged
the Patriotes’ rebellion under
the leadership of politician
Louis-Joseph Papineau.

The spirit continues.
Across the street is A La
Petite scéne, a quaint B&B
in an 1865 red brick house
that doubles as platform for
Quebec singers. It’s owned
by Manon Vincent and her
husband, Francois Richard,
who love music so much they
transform their little inn into
an intimate performance
space — la petite scéne is the
stage — every three weeks
or so, on Sunday afternoons
starting in September.

The shows are informal
as concerts go — 40 tavern
chairs squeezed into a salon
— but all the seats are good
because everyone in the audi-
ence is within five metres of
the stage.

The sounds are the songs
of a Quebec boite a chan-
son: lively, robust and ideal
for singalongs. The lineup
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PHOTOS: A LA PETITE SCENE

A view of the Richelieu River from A La Petite scéne, a B&B in the historic village of Saint-Denis-sur-Richelieu.

begins in September after
the high season of summer,
but there is always music A
La Petite scéne, with guests
and friends jamming on the
piano, accordion, flute, guitar
and Africandrums, whichare
partof the furniture. Richard
is a metallurgical engineer
with Pratt & Whitney Can-
ada’s aircraft division, but he
is an avid pianist, too, as well
as president of La Maison na-
tionale des Patriotes.

As a B&B, La Petite scéne
has three guest rooms, all
simple and cosy. They’re
named after Quebec enter-
tainment stars and decorated
to reflect their personalities.
Atop a narrow staircase,
the Diane Dufresne room is
decked out in feathers and
lace and a purple bedcover.
Next door, the Jean-Pierre
Ferland is wrapped in reds
to represent his passion. The
couple is putting the finish-
ing touches on the Gilles Vi-
gneault, a mini-suite with a
kitchenette that will accom-
modate up to four people.

The look throughout is
vintage and homespun, with
wide-planked floors and de-
tailed wall trim, but each
room has a private bathroom,
shiny and modernized.

Vincent is in charge of
breakfast and Richard often

The guest rooms at A La Petite scéne are cosy and homespun. They are named after
Quebec singers Diane Dufresne, Jean-Pierre Ferland and Gilles Vigneault.

serenades at the piano. The
meal starts with a view of
the Richelieu, either from the
kitchen table or from the ver-
anda. Vincent’s repertoire
features main courses such
as french toast with caramel-
ized apples or eggs Floren-
tine with cheese sauce, as
well as baked goods, quiche,
homemade jams and locally
produced honey. Don’t miss

the yogurt with her special
homemade pear compote.
The summer will be full of
Quebec-centric events, start-
ingwiththeParcoursdes Arts
du Richelieu, an opportunity
to visit the workshops and
studios of artistsand artisans
creating paintings, jewelry,
leather and pottery. The event
spans two weekends, Satur-
day until June 24 and June

28-29, and involves 28 artists
in six villages around Saint-
Denis-sur-Richelieu. There
are maps and details at www.
parcours-des-arts.com. At
each stop, you'll be able to en-
ter a contest to win $500 worth
of art or brunch for two at
Manoir Rouville-Campbell in
Mont-St-Hilaire.

On Monday, the eve of Que-
bec’s Féte nationale, Saint-

BIF YOU GO

Saint-Denis-sur-Richelieu
is a 45-minute drive from
downtown Montreal via
Highway 20 east (toward
Quebec City) to Exit 113.
Take chemin des Patriotes
north (Route 133). Alterna-
tively, a ferry crosses the
Richelieu River from St-
Antoine on Route 223.

A La Petite scéne B&B:
450-787-1109, www.alap-
etitescene.ca; 613 Patriotes
Rd., Saint-Denis-sur-
Richelieu.

Price: Rooms, $95 for one
person, $110 for two; in the
Gilles Vigneault, it's $145 for
two, and $25 each additional
guest, including breakfast;
shows cost $15-$25 and will
run September to Decem-
ber. Packages available with
massage, and Le show,
dodo et coco (show, bed and
breakfast).

La Maison nationale

des Patriotes: 450-787-
3623, www.mndp.qc.ca;
610 Patriotes Rd., Saint-
Denis-sur-Richelieu; until
Sept. 30 open Tuesday to
Sunday; from Oct. 1-Dec.
23, Wednesday to Sunday;
adults, $8, with discounts
for seniors and juniors.

Tourisme Montérégie:
866-469-0069, 450-466-
4666.

Denis will put on a thrilling
fireworks show and a per-
formance by the rock band
I’Enfer, which will reinter-
pret Quebec hits from the
1970s and on.

LaFeétedu Vieux Marché de
Saint-Denis-sur-Richelieu, to
take place days and evenings,
Aug. 7-10, will recreate the life
and times of the 1830s, with
ladies in long lace-trimmed
dresses and flowered hats and
men in knickers and redin-
gotes.

The town square will come
alive with free concerts, food
kiosks, craft displays and
dancing; there will be beer
at arecreation of the old Dis
of the ice ciders of Le Clos
Saint-Denis. New features
this year for youngsters will
be a petting farm and a play-
ground (www.vieuxmarche-
saintdenis.com).

Rochelle@rochellelash.com
Twitter: rochellelash
Saint-Denis-sur-Richelieu
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1000 ISLANDS

GLEN HOUSE RESORT - SMUGGLERS
GLEN GOLF COURSE

In the Heart of the 1000 Islands and choose from one
of our many Stay and Play or Romance Packages,
starting at $136 per night based on double occupancy.
Enjoy our 18 hole championship golf course, onsite
spa, casual fine dining, local Theatre, Boat Cruises and
Casino. Visit www.glenhouseresort.com or

Call 1-800-268-4536 for details.

NEW YORK

RIVERSIDE TOWER HOTEL

- NEW YORK CITY

Singles USD $134. Doubles USD $139. Suites USD
$149.-$169. Lincoln Center area. Hudson River
views, 18 floors, kitchenette, 5 minutes to midtown.
Safe, quiet luxury area. Riverside Drive & 80™ Street.
For more info, call 800-724-3136 or visit
www.riversidetowerhotel.com

AMERICA’S BEST VALUE INN

In wonderful Plattsburgh, NY. Only $140 for 2
nights. Canadian cash. Up to 2 people, additional
pers. add $10 more per night. Free continental
breakfast. Located conveniently off exit 37 on I-87.
Some holidays, wknds & spec. events do not apply.
Up to 70% occ. daily. Based on availability. Call
518.563.0222 or toll free 1.800.358.2137

NEW HAMPSHIRE
WHITE MOUNTAINS » NORTH CONWAY

Enjoy the comforts of our historic “country elegant”
boutique hotel with panoramic mountain views, cozy
Martini Library Lounge, renowned international dining.
Some guest rooms with fireplaces and/or Jacuzzi.
Golf, hiking & tax-free outlet shopping nearby. From
$78ppdo(US) includes Full Breakfast & Dinner (off
regular full menu). Photos, amenities & menu online.
603-421-6146 www.StonehurstManor.com

OCEAN WOODS RESORT

Goose Rocks Beach Kennebhunkport
RELAX, peaceful, affordable lodging near sandy

beach. Spacious rooms include full bath, cable TV,
wireless, AC, mini-fridge, coffeemakers, hairdryers and
FREE breakfast. Outdoor pool, hot tub, shuffleboard.
Complimentary beach towels, chairs & umbrellas. 10%
discount for 5 or more nights. Call Kathleen Spang @
207-967-1928. www.oceanwoodsresort.com

VERMONT

SMART SUITES

Summer Special. Come and enjoy our hospitality

in either a studio efficiency at US $92.95 or a more
spacious one bedroom suite at US $102.95/night,
including a deluxe continental breakfast and free WIFI.
Call toll free 877.862.6800 and mention the Gazette
special. Not valid with other discounts and subject to
availability. Effective 05/02/14. 1700 Shelburne Rd., So.
Burlington, Vit. Take Exit 13 off |-89, left on rt. 7 for 1.5
miles, same entrance as Holiday Inn Express.

TO ADVERTISE please call 514-987-2350
VERMONT
GREEN MOUNTAIN SUITES HOTEL

Experience all the Charm of a Boutique Vermont Country
Inn Escape to beautiful Burlington, Vermont starting at
$149/night weekdays Luxurious One-Bedroom Suite
Includes Vermont-style Hot Breakfast served each
morning Includes Fireside Reception with Beer, Wine
and Dinner (M-Th.) Weekend Reception Coming Soon!
Heated Indoor Pool/Jacuzzi & Exercise facility Walking
distance to University Mall and close to Lake Champlain
and the Church Street Marketplace Promotional rate may
not be available during select periods. Contact hotel for
more information Toll-free reservations 866.337.1616

NEW JERSEY

DIAMOND CREST MOTEL

ACROSS THE STREET FROM THE BEACH
BOOK NOW AND SAVE

2 Room kitchenette suites sleeps up to 6.

All rooms have pool/ocean views. Daily maid service/bbg

facilities/sun decks.
July summer specials
7/3-713 -7113-7/20

5 Night special 750.00 Plus tax
7 Night special 1050.00 Plus tax

(4 Person) a & b suites

Extra person add 12.00 Per night
August special please visit our website.
Rates only apply to new reservations
Diamond Crest Motel, 7011 Atlantic ave,

Wildwood Crest, NJ 08260
(609) 522 1700

www.Diamondcrestmotel.Com




